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The  year  1979-1900  has  been  an  important  period  for  library  develop- 
ment in  our  Province.    The  Board  is  satisfied  that  progress  has  been  achieved 
in  a  number  of  areas. 

In  the  Annual  Report  last  year  it  was  suggested  that  the  Board  anti- 
cipated making  a  number  of  recommendations  to  the  Minister,  and  that  these 
recommendations  might  serve  as  a  basis  of  a  library  system  in  our  Province. 
Furthermore,  they  stated  that  a  total  co-operative  library  system  was 
fundamental  to  the  provision  of  a  more  equitable  service  to  all  regions  of 
the  Province.    With  the  above  in  mind,  the  Board  reports  consideration  in 
the  following  areas: 

Legislation: 

The  Act  was  amended  in  1979  to  allow  The  Alberta  Library  Board  to 
receive  honoraria. 

Legislative  amendments  have  been  recommended  to  the  1980  Legislative 
session  regarding: 

A.  Permitting  improvement  districts  and  special  areas  in  our 
Province  to  participate  in  library  systems. 

B.  To  allow  the  Minister  to  enter  into  agreements  for  library 
purposes • 

Furthermore,  the  Board  commenced  a  systematic  review  of  The  Libraries 
Act  in  preparation  for  a  major  revision.    Input  is  now  being  solicited  from 
the  library  community  in  the  Province  towards  this  revision. 

Scholarship  Program: 

The  committee  of  the  Board  has  reviewed  the  scholarship  program  and 
has  received  ministerial  approval  to  raise  the  amount  of  scholarships  to 
$4,000.00  each. 
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Co-Operative  Library  System: 

The  Board  proposed  to  the  Minister  that  there  be  an  increase  in 
financial  assistance  to  co-operative  systems  as  an  incentive  to  their 
organizations.    In  April  the  Minister  announced  substantial  increases 
which  placed  Alberta  second  in  Canada  when  one  considered  the  grant-giving 
provinces . 

The  Marigold  Co-operative  Library  System  has  been  endorsed  by  the 
Board  and  all  possible  support  for  this  system  has  been  extended.  The 
Board  recommended,  and  the  Minister  accepted  the  advice,  that  there  be 
continued  departmental  support  in  both  consultative  advice  and  financial 
support  for  steering  committee  expenses. 

The  Board,  therefore,  is  pleased  with  the  progress  in  Marigold  and 
hopes  that  our  next  Annual  Report  can  report  success. 

A  study  in  the  Yellowhead  Regional  Library  was  recommended  to  the 
Minister  in  1979.    The  recommendations  have  been  evaluated  and  the 
Yellowhead  Regional  Library  Board  will  consider  implementing  those 
recommendations  they  feel  necessary. 

Several  members  of  The  Library  Board  participated  in  planning 
conferences  at  Lethbridge  in  the  Oldman  Library  Project.    We  anticipate 
that  the  next  co-operative  region  will  be  organized  in  the  southwestern 
part  of  the  Province. 

Community  Libraries: 

La  Glace  requested  designation  as  a  community  library.    Since  the 
services  had  been  considerably  upgraded,  the  Board  recommended  a 
designation  to  the  Minister. 
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Liaison  with  Library  B o a  rd_s_ : 

The  Board  met  with  the  joint  Calgary  Edmonton  Boards  as  well  as  with 
Parkland  and  Yellowhead  Regional  Library  Boards.    The  Board  feels  that  these 
meetings  were  very  useful  and  will  seek  to  meet  the  major  boards  on  a 
regular  basis  so  that  concerns  can  be  dealt  with  and  recommendations  can  be 
recei  ved. 

Conferences : 

Some  members  of  the  Board  attended  conferences  at  Ottawa;  Dallas,  U.S.A.; 
Boise,  U.S.A.  and  the  joint  L.A.A./A.L.T.A.  Conference  as  Jasper. 

These  conferences  served  as  a  valuable  experience  and  expanded  the 
Board's  outlook  in  library  development. 

Alberta  Library  Services  to  the  Hand i c a p_£e d : 

The  Alberta  Library  Board  recommended  that  this  service  be  continued 
since  it  has  been  well  received.    Furthermore,  since  Southern  Alberta 
Library  Services  would  be  discontinued  March,  1980,  this  service  should  be 
continued  under  the  direction  of  The  Alberta  Library  Board  and  the 
administration  of  Alberta  Culture,  Library  Services  Branch.    This  transfer 
has  been  accomplished  and  the  service  has  been  moved  to  Edmonton  and  is  now 
consolidated  with  other  Branch  services. 

Multilingual  Bibl ioservi ce : 

This  service,  established  under  the  direction  of  N.A.L.D.S.,  has  also 
been  transferred  to  Library  Services  for-  administration  as  recommended  by 
the  Board.    Therefore,  the  services  formerly  emanating  from  N.A.L.P.S.  and 
S.A.L.S.,  were  continued  with  little  interruption. 


Board  Membership: 

The  Alberta  Library  Board  welcomes  new  member,  Dr.  Chris  Gordon-Craig. 
His  background  equips  him    to  make  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  Board. 

Library  Services  Branch: 

The  Board  has  close  affinity  to  the  Branch  through  its  director, 
Mr.  Forsyth.    He  and  his  staff  have  been  most  co-operative  and  helpful.  The 
Board  recommended  that  sufficient  new  staff  be  added  to  Library  Services 
to  enable  the  Branch  to  adequately  provide  consultative  services  as  well 
as  organizational  support  in  developing  co-operative  systems  in  the 
Province. 

In  conclusion,  on  behalf  of  the  Board,  I  thank  the  Minister  of  Culture, 
the  Honorable  Mary  J.  Le  Messurier,  for  her  commitment  and  dedicated  work 
both  in  the  Legislature  and  in  Cabinet.    Her  devotion  to  the  cause  for 
library  development  is  now  a  matter  of  record.    May  I  add  my  thanks  to  the 
Board  members  for  their  contributions  throughout  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted 


W.  A.  SCHIEMAN 


